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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation is the first account of gerund constructions in Truku Seediq, an Austronesian 

language spoken in Taiwan with a Philippine-type voice system. Gerunds are an in-between 

syntactic category exhibiting both prototypically nominal characteristics and prototypically 

sentential characteristics. They are event- or state-denoting and derived by a productive 

nominalization process applied to verbal stems.  

The aims of this dissertation are to provide a detailed morphosyntactic analysis of Truku 

gerunds and to seek the historical origins of their morphology. Careful investigation unveils an 

array of both prototypically nominal and prototypically sentential features associated with the 

construction, confirming previous cross-linguistic characterization of gerunds. They also 

manifest typologically unique patterns, such as an interaction with external possession and 

limitations on voice alternation.   

Gerunds in Truku are derived via highly polysemous morphemes. Markers for indicative 

gerunds also function as voice markers and thematic nominalizers. An identical pattern of 

reduplication not only creates subjunctive gerunds but also marks futurity and derives 

means/manner nominalizations. Despite surface similarities, I demonstrate these functions to be 

distinct from one another on semantic, distributional, and syntactic grounds.  

I propose probable scenarios for the development of Truku gerund markers based on their 

reconstructed functions in the proto language and cross-linguistic comparisons at the diachronic 

level. Upon scrutiny, it becomes apparent that Seediq added new functions to two sets of 

preexisting morphemes: voice markers/ thematic nominalizers (indicative gerund formation) and 

a pattern of reduplication (subjunctive gerund formation). Both can be traced back to Proto-

Austronesian and are widely reflected in its daughter languages. Nevertheless, these innovations 

are unique to Seediq. They are most likely independent innovations.  

In spite of distinct origins, indicative and subjunctive gerund markers underwent comparable 

lines of change that conspired to expand the verbal paradigm of the language. This change 

involved loss of thematic orientation and a semantic shift towards denotation of events rather 

than entities. Simultaneously, the original functions of the morphemes were left intact, yielding 

an unusual level of morphological polysemy.    
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comparisons, these two chapters aim to find the historical roots of Truku gerundive morphology. 

Chapter 6 concludes the dissertation by summarizing the findings and analyses of this study, and 

addresses its limitations and prospects of future research.  
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4.2.9. Interim summary 

Aside from Truku, there are a few Formosan varieties for which gerunds are attested: Tgdaya 

Seediq, Saisiyat, Mantauran Rukai, Budai Rukai, Paiwan, Puyuma, Amis, and Kavalan. 

Nonetheless, it is very important to approach the phenomena with caution as authors do not 

adopt unified criteria for discerning gerunds from other types of nominalization.   

To recapitulate, preliminary analysis reveals that gerunds in Tgdaya largely resemble those of 

Truku in the respects of morphology, distribution, and syntactic behavior. Aside from Tgdaya, 

only Saisiyat and Budai Rukai were found to have constructions that are sufficiently comparable 

to Truku gerunds. Amis and Kavalan also offer promising cases, but their semantics seems to 

point to the manner of an action, rather than events. Main commonalities and differences 

between the phenomena in these five speech varieties are summarized in table 4.6. 
Table 4.6. Morphosyntactic comparisons between gerunds in Seediq and some Formosan varieties 

language morphology voice 
alternation 

genitive/possessive 
attribute 

accusative/oblique 
complement 

Seediq <n>, -an, -en/-un no required allowed 
Saisiyat AV 

<om>/m-/mo- (realis) 

�¶�D-���¶�D�P�  (irrealis) 

no optional?51 allowed 

Budai 
Rukai 

-an, Ø yes  

(-an only) 

required? allowed 

(Amis) nonfinite ka-/pi-  no required? allowed 
(Kavalan) nominalizer -an no required? allowed 

I demonstrated in §3.4.2 that Truku gerunds are voice-neutral, as the choice of the genitive 

attribute is restricted to the Actor. Interestingly, Budai is the only Formosan variety in which 

voice alternation within gerunds is known to take place. This is perhaps due to the fact that the 

very gerund-marking morphemes in every other variety also doubly function as voice markers (at 

least elsewhere in its syntax, whether gerunds themselves are truly voice-sensitive or not). 

Because the Budai passive voice marker ki- and the nominalizer -an (reflex of PAn *-an) do not 

historically originate in the same paradigm, their co-occurrence does not result in any semantic 

conflict.   

                                                 
51 The question marks indicate that co-occurrence between gerunds and genitive/possessive attributes 

is noted, but its requirement is yet to be determined.  
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emergence of indicative gerund morphology involved the loss of thematic orientation from the 

voice marker/thematic nominalizer <n> , -an, and -un. The development of subjunctive gerund 

marking was accompanied by a similar process, such that the resulting constructions refer to 

events, rather than making a reference to thematic roles such as instrument, beneficiary, theme, 

reason, manner, or means. 

Cases of Turku gerund morphology presented in Chapters 4 and 5 provide two examples of 

historical change that involves syntactic reanalysis originating in semantic ambiguity. This 

syntactic reanalysis, in turn, resulted in the functional extension of morphology. In both cases, a 

high level of polysemy ensued since the original functions of the morphemes were preserved. 

These findings challenge our understanding of the role of human cognition in processes of 

syntactic change as well as polysemy. To the extent that studies of cognition and historical 

change have heavily focused on lexical semantics (e.g., Blank and Koch 1999) and 

grammaticalization (e.g., Heine 1993, Heine, Claudi, and Hünnemeyer 1991), instances of 

syntactic reanalysis as these (in the sense of reanalysis without grammaticalization, per 

Haspelmath 1998) present another facet of exploration into mental linguistic representation.  
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