
FALL 2016 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

NOTE:  Students are advised that the following descriptions are 

specific to the semester indicated, and are meant to supplement, 

not replace, the general course descriptions given in the General 

and Graduate Information Catalog and reproduced in our 

Program Description. 

 

Ling 102―Introduction to the Study of Language 

(Jacob Terrell & Staff) 
This course provides students an initial opportunity to 

examine language from an analytical and scientific point of 

view. Students will learn that there are many misconceptions 

about language, its development, structure and use. As the 

course progresses students often reevaluate their own 

conceptions about language as they learn how it is integrated 

within cognition, culture, history, and society.  

 Linguistics 102 is a writing-intensive (WI) course and 

students will receive WI credit upon successful completion of 

the course requirements. This course is offered in both a 

traditional lecture format and through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 105―Language Endangerment 

(Jacob Terrell) 
This is an introductory course that focuses on language 

endangerment, globalization, and indigenous peoples. Many of 

us in Hawai‘i are familiar with the endangerment and then 

subsequent revitalization efforts for Hawaiian. Still, few 

understand that this is a global issue, not only a local one. In 

fact, there are around 7,000 languages in the world, and some 

linguists estimate that as many as half of these will become 

extinct by the end of this century. Therefore, the purpose of this 

course is to expose students to this gravity of this phenomenon 

on a global scale. Students will be introduced to case studies on 

language endangerment and revitalization from around the world 

and throughout history—from the viewpoints of both indigenous 

speakers and outsiders.  

 Linguistics 105 fulfills the Foundation Global (FG(B)) 

General Education requirement, and students will receive FG(B) 

credit upon successful completion of the course requirements. 

This course is only offered through the Unit Mastery program. 

 

Ling 150B/150C―Language in Hawai‘i and the Pacific  

(150B, Unit Mastery format;  

150C, sections 1 – 4, Lecture format) 
 This course offers students an introduction to both 

historical and contemporary issues concerning language in 

Hawai‘i and the Pacific, acquainting them with the wealth of 

resources available on the Mānoa campus, on O‘ahu, and 

beyond.  Focusing on the languages of Polynesia, Micronesia, 

and Melanesia, the course covers topics such as: language and 

history, language and culture, structure and sound systems, 

language contact, pidgins and creoles, language documentation 

and revitalization, literacy and education, and others.    

 Please note that section 1 of Ling 150B is offered 

through the Unit Mastery program and satisfies the HAPs 

General Education requirement. Ling 150C sections 1 – 4 are 

offered in the traditional lecture format and satisfy both WI and 

HAPs General Education requirements. 

Ling 320―General Linguistics 

(Staff) 
Introduction to the formal analysis of language, 

focusing on phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, 

semantics, historical linguistics, language acquisition, and 

related topics. 

 

Ling 410―Articulatory Phonetics 

(Victoria Anderson) 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to 

the types of speech sounds found in the world’s languages, and 

to give them the tools and skills to transcribe and analyze speech 

in linguistic fieldwork or clinical settings. 

Specifically, students: 

 Learn about human vocal tract anatomy and 

how it functions in making speech sounds. 

 Receive training in describing, transcribing, 

recognizing and producing these sounds. 

 Learn what phonemes, allophones and natural 

classes of sounds are, and learn to observe 

basic phonological processes that govern 

allophonic alternations. 

 Gain knowledge about the acoustic correlates 

of different types of articulations. 

 

Ling 422―Introduction to Grammatical Analysis 

(William O’Grady) 

The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction 

to the basic concepts and phenomena of syntactic analysis.  We 

will begin by considering the basis tools of syntactic analysis 

(syntactic categories, thematic roles, and grammatical relations).  

We will then use these tools to analyze a variety of syntactic 

phenomena, including case, agreement, voice (passivization, 

antipassivization, etc.), causativization, relativization and 

question formation.  Data will be drawn from a variety of 

languages, with a focus on languages of Asia and the Pacific. 

No prior course in syntax is presupposed, but it is 

assumed that students have had an introductory course in 

linguistics that includes training in linguistic analysis (e.g., Ling 

320 or its equivalent). 

 

Ling 617―Language Acquisition & Language Revitalization 

(William O’Grady) 
This is the department's basic introduction to language 

revitalization, a key component of our overall mission. The 

course focuses on the following topics: 

(i) the plight of the world's languages 

(ii) how the findings of language acquisition research 
are relevant to language revitalization 

(iii) types of revitalization programs, and their 
prospects for success 

(iv) the responsibilities of linguists in the design and 
assessment of language revitalization programs. 

(v) case studies of particular programs 
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Ling 621―Phonology 

(Staff) 
 No description provided at this time. 

 

Ling 630―Field Methods 

(Staff) 
 No description provided at this time. 

 

Ling 640G―Discourse & Grammar 

(Andrea Berez-Kroeker) 

This cross-departmental course provides students with 

opportunities to develop a critical understanding of the theories 

and methods of discourse analysis as they apply to first, second, 

multilingual, and endangered language environments.  The 

course will provide a strong foundation for carrying out 

discourse-based research by guiding students as they design a 

study, collect data, and analyze discourse within their preferred 

framework. 

 Readings, lectures, and in-class activities will provide 

students with tools to analyze both written and oral forms of 

discourse, including conversations multimodal media, 

interviews, and institutional forms of talk. Students will have the 

opportunity to bring their own data for analysis in data 

workshops. Students will also carry out a study of their own and 

write up a term paper of 20-25 pages.  

Since the types of discourse analysis are rather varied, 

the course will survey the theoretical underpinnings of discourse 

analysis in addition to focusing on several areas within discourse 

studies that have received increasing attention. We will also 

examine the relationship between linguistic structure on the one 

hand, and the use of language as a tool for communication on the 

other. Topics to be covered include grammar-in-discourse, 

dialogic syntax, stance, appraisal theory, critical discourse 

analysis, interactional sociolinguistics, conversation analysis, 

and narrative analysis. The course will be co-taught with Dr. 

Christina Higgins of SLS. 

 

Ling 645―Comparative Method 

(Robert Blust) 

This course will provide an introduction to 

the principles of historical linguistics. It will begin 

with a survey of the world's language families before 

considering the content of historical linguistics. We 

will then examine the concepts of linguistic 

reconstruction and change through a problem-solving 

approach. Specific topics that will be addressed 

include: 

1. the Neogrammarian "Regularity Hypothesis", 

2. "realistic" vs. "strict constructionist" approaches 

to phonological reconstruction, 

3. "naturalness" in phonological change, 

4. theories of sound change, 

5. issues in subgrouping (family tree vs. wave 

model, etc), 

6. the non-linguistic uses of historical linguistics. 

Grades will be based on a short research 

report (due during the first month), a mid-term, a 

term paper and a final exam. 

Text: Historical Linguistics: An 

Introduction, edited by Lyle Campbell, 2013, 3
rd

 

Edition, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

 

Ling 670—Language Development 

(Kamil Deen) 

This course is concerned with the question of how 

children acquire their native language.  The primary focus is on 

grammatical development, how children develop grammatical 

knowledge of their language and the various stages that they 

pass through on the way to adult competence.  The development 

of  phonotactic/phonological, morphological, syntactic, and 

lexical competence is investigated, with discussion of real child 

language data – what children perceive, say, and comprehend in 

the course of development.  While the class is heavily theory-

oriented (with the first few weeks dedicated to discussion of the 

major approaches to language acquisition), considerable 

attention is paid to the description of data from a variety of 

languages.  Additionally, the development of language in special 

populations (eg. deaf children) and under special circumstances 

(eg. bilinguialism, acquisition beyond the “critical period”) is 

discussed.  This course has a research project requirement. 

 

Ling 680—Introduction to Language Documentation 

(Gary Holton) 

Language documentation arguably has the highest 

priority of any area of contemporary linguistics, and is a growing 

subfield of linguistics that arises out of the urgent need to record 

and preserve the endangered languages of the world. This course 

will provide students an introduction to language documentation. 

The course covers the history, method, and theory behind 

language documentation, and the role that language 

endangerment plays in shaping the field of documentary 

linguistics. It will offer discussion on the skills required to 

undertake language documentation, including preparing for 

fieldwork; obtaining funding; collecting data; conducting 

language surveys; designing orthographies, grammars, and 

dictionaries; processing texts; adapting documentary materials 

for language revitalization or maintenance purposes; and 

disseminating and archiving research products.  

This course is reading-intensive and discussion-based, with a 

final project at the end of the semester. Reading materials will be 

provided by the instructor.  

 

Ling 698―  Hawai`i Sign Language Linguistics 

(James Woodward) 

This course provides students with introductory 

information about Hawai`i Sign Language, a critically 

endangered language isolate that developed independently of all 

other know languages.  The course has three major components, 

each comprising approximately one-third of course content:  1) 

theory, 2) language skills development, and 3) practical research.  

The theoretical component includes presentations on such topics 

as language endangerment and preservation; the particular 

sociolinguistic situation of Hawai`i Sign Language; transcription 

of sign languages, with particular reference to Hawai`i Sign 

Language; basic linguistic characteristics of Hawai`i Sign 

Language; and sign language lexicography; among others.  

During the part of the course related to language skills 

development, students will develop basic conversational skills in 
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Hawai`i Sign Language through interaction with fluent Deaf 

users of Hawai`i Sign Language.  Finally, the practical research 

component will involve students in supervised activities related 

to various aspects of the on-going documentation of Hawai`i 

Sign Language, including but not limited to historical library 

research, sign photography, processing of sign photographs into 

line drawings, sign videotaping, production of a dictionary of 

Hawai`i Sign Language, and production of teaching materials for 

Hawai`i Sign Language. 

 

Ling 730―Advanced Laboratory Research: Data Analysis 

(Amy Schafer) 

 This course will examine current and emerging 

approaches in the analysis of visual world paradigm eye tracking 

data, including the use of mixed-effects logistic regression, 

empirical logit analyses, growth curve analysis, and generalized 

additive mixed modeling. Although our focus will be on VWP 

data, these approaches can also apply to other data that exhibit 

non-linear changes across time or steps (e.g., longitudinal studies 

of language acquisition or revitalization). The course will follow 

a hands-on, workshop format, in which we will work through 

tutorials and example datasets, read associated analysis 

literature, and analyze our own data sets; the course is best 

suited for students who will already have some data in hand. We 

will cover the complete data analysis process, from setting areas 

of interest and time bins, to evaluating elimination criteria and 

the data distribution via statistical tests and visualization, 

through a final model and publication-appropriate figures. 

Prerequisites: graduate-level coursework in statistics, 

LING 632, or consent of the instructor; familiarity with R.  

 

Ling 750F―Phonetic Fieldwork on Endangered Language 

(Victoria Anderson) 

This course provides firsthand, practical experience in a 

variety of linguistic phonetic fieldwork techniques, and applies 

these techniques to endangered or underdocumented languages.  

Participants should come prepared to work on a language of 

interest, and practice collecting and analyzing various sounds 

and perceived by native speakers.  Instrumental phonetic 

methods such as palatography and ultrasound visualization; the 

collection of acoustic, aerodynamic and video records; and the 

preparation of perception tests will be illustrated.  The course 

will also focus on how to empirically analyze the resulting 

information, in order to add to what linguists know about the 

phonetic structures of endangered languages.  Issues of human 

subject protection, such as informed consent, privacy, and 

acknowledgement will also be discussed. 

 

LING 750F(2)―Intonation: Typology 

(Victoria Anderson) 

No description provided at this time. 

 

LING 750G (1&2)―Professional Development: ICLDC Prep 

(Andrea Berez-Kroeker & Gary Holton) 

In this course students will participate in the planning 

and running of the 5
th

 International Conference on Language 

Documentation and Conservation, including reviewing abstracts, 

establishing sub-committees covering liaisons with participants, 

program design, social events and other aspects of the 

conference.  They will assist in the running of the conference. 

 

LING 750Y―Experimental Approaches to Suprasegmentals 

in L1 and L2 

(Amy Schafer) 

In this seminar we will investigate commonalities and 

interactions among different types of suprasegmental 

information in language. We’ll read and discuss experimental 

investigations of how native speakers and adult learners use 

tone, intonation, affective prosody, and linguistic prosody, 

separately and together, to convey linguistic distinctions. 

Questions we might consider include: Are words or intonational 

contours processed differently depending on the affective 

prosody? Under what circumstances are suprasegmental 

distinctions most easily learned, produced, comprehended, or 

identified (analyzed, documented) by a researcher? How does 

variation (in accent, dialect, proficiency, audience design, style, 

etc) affect the use of suprasegmental information? 

Prerequisites: graduate-level coursework in intonation, 

psycholinguistics, or applied psycholinguistics, or consent of the 

instructor.  

Grades will be based on completion of a literature 

review, an experimental proposal, or experimental 

implementation/analysis in an area appropriate to the seminar 

topic. 

 

LING 770―Survey of Austronesian Language Family 

(Robert Blust) 

In this course I will try to cover the following topics, 

although limitation of time may make it necessary to skip or 

seriously abbreviate some of these, and they will not be 

necessarily be covered in this order: 1) a brief survey of the 

Austronesian world (geography, physical environment, social 

and cultural background, external contacts, prehistory), 2) a 

survey of major Austronesian languages (national and official 

languages, important lingua francas), and of the most 

endangered languages, 3) language in society (speech levels, 

respect language, gender-based speech differences, secret 

languages, borring, speech strata), 4) sound systems (phoneme 

inventories, morpheme structure, phonological processes),  5) 

the lexicon (numerals and numeration, numeral classifiers, 

demonstratives, pronouns, metaphor, semantic change), 6) 

morphology (morphological typology, submorphemes, affix 

important for word-formation, ablaut, reduplication), 7) syntax 

(voice systems, word order, negation, possessive constructions, 

directional imperatives), 8) reconstruction (PAN phonology, 

phonological reconstruction below the level of PAN), 9) sound 

change (lenition and fortition, assimilation and dissimilation, 

erosion from the right, left and center, epenthesis, metathesis, 

germination, innovations affecting nasals, bizarre sound change, 

the Regularity Hypothesis, drift), 10) classification (problems in 

the demarcation of the Austronesian language family, the 

external relationships of Austronesian, subgrouping, migration 

theory), 11) the world of Austronesian scholarship. 

 

 


